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 Since its inception in 1996, our school has been blessed 
with remarkable characters - students and teachers - who have 
helped shape the essence of our community. 

It is a community that continues to thrive and I always take 
great pride when showing guests around both our Junior and 
Senior Schools.     

Although we have a tremendous record of academic success 
in public examinations, we aim to provide far more than 
impressive grades. We are committed to stretching the minds of 
all our students, encouraging them to think for themselves, to 
lead others, to ask questions, to take responsibility. 
 
Our school has a wonderfully positive ethos, an environment 
where students encourage one another to try something new 
without the fear of failure; it is this incredible atmosphere which 
allows them to !ourish in all aspects of school life and to enter 
the outside world armed with self-con"dence and humility. 

Happiness, passion, dedication and school spirit are not that 
easy to convey in a prospectus. If you would like a ‘real ’ tour of 
the school, I would be delighted to show you around! 

Elizabeth Moir MBE
MA Hons (Oxon.) Dip. Ed. (Oxon.)
Head of School 
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Our Philosophy
Teaching our students how to learn is just as important as 
teaching them what to learn.  Rather than simply loading 
their memory with the thoughts of others, we try to 
encourage all our students to think for themselves, and to 
ask questions as well as to provide answers. 

We understand that our students need to take 
responsibility for their own learning to be ready for 
university and the challenges ahead.  We nurture self-
motivated students who are used to working independently 
and whose genuine interest in their subjects makes them 
life-long learners. 

We aim to provide the best possible education we can to 
each and every one of our students, individually tailoring 
each student’s curriculum to meet their own personal 
needs.  With the highest teacher to student ratio of 
all leading international schools in Colombo, we are 
committed to providing all students with the individual 
attention they require. We expect every student to give 
their best at all times, and we give them all the help they 
need to ensure that they do.  

Curriculum
Elizabeth Moir School has a progressive international 
curriculum that blends new and innovative approaches 
to learning with a traditional focus on basic skills such 
as grammar and arithmetic. We recognise the central 
importance of students acquiring skills they will need 
later in life but also believe that an education should still 
involve learning facts, and aim to retain the best of both 

conventional and modern practice.  !e curriculum is 
regularly updated to stimulate students’ interest by exposure 
to the latest cutting-edge developments in each subject, 
from Arti#cial Intelligence in ICT to Climate Change in 
Geography.

Junior School
!e Junior School uses the latest British textbooks for 
Mathematics and English. Formal teaching of numbers 
and letters begins in Early Learners.  By the end of Pre 
KG, students will be expected to know their alphabet, 
count to #fteen, acknowledge sequences and identify 
objects from the world they live in.  !ey will also have 
been introduced to picture addition.

Literacy and Numeracy are the main focus of the 
curriculum throughout the school.  Students also start 
learning IT from Early Learners, while Science lessons 
begin in Junior 1.  Art, Music & Movement, Drama and 
PE are a formal part of the curriculum throughout the 
school, while Swimming classes begin in KG1. 

Where appropriate, the school uses cross-curricular 
techniques when teaching various topics. In KG1 and KG2, 
these topics take place in Environmental Studies, and for 
Junior 1 – Junior 3 in General Knowledge. Junior 4 and 
Junior 5 study History and Geography separately. Current 
topics include: People Who Help Us, Dinosaurs, Planet 
Earth, Civil Rights, Ancient China, !e Vikings, !e 
Rainforest, Birds and Ancient Egypt.



Tienn won a prize for Performing and Creative Arts when he was in 
Junior 1, and has also won several academic prizes during his time here.

Tienn  Kapilasena
I joined Elizabeth Moir School in Early Learners when I was 2 1/2 
years old. From Early Learners to Junior 2 the teachers have been 
extremely kind, clever and encouraging. 

School is really fun and I have lots of friends. Some of my friends 
have been with me since Early Learners. Maths and English are 
my favourite subjects although I do love participating in Drama 
and PE. 

I have really enjoyed taking part in the Junior School play for the 
last two years and also love going to the Senior School productions. 
What I like best about the school is that everyone knows one 
another like one big family. I don’t want to go to any other school.

“... everyone knows 
one another like 
one big family”



Anna has won numerous Best All Rounder prizes, and an academic 
prize in every year that she has been at the School. She is a keen 
sportsperson and loves performing on stage.

Anna Shearer
!e #rst thing I noticed when I joined Elizabeth Moir Junior 
School was that the teachers were really kind to us.  I have made 
lots of friends here.  Every morning I look forward to Assembly 
where there is always something di"erent to watch. We all have a 
chance to perform at least once a term.  I enjoy all the great events, 
like UN Day, when we learn about other countries our friends 
come from.

I love sport and really enjoy PE and Swimming lessons and the 
Swimming and Sports Meets every year.  In KG2, we were able 
to start taking clubs and they became one of my favourite parts of 
school.  I was selected to be in the School Play in Junior 1, which 
is one of the best things I have ever done.  I love coming to school 
every day as there is always something fun and exciting happening.

“... I was selected 
to be in the School Play 
which is one of the 
best things
I have  
ever done”
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Senior School
!e Senior School follows British syllabuses that are 
adapted to the school’s Sri Lankan context.  Students gain 
the knowledge they need to compete in the fast-changing 
21st century global village without neglecting the customs 
and heritage of the country they live in.  

In the Arts, we nurture and encourage students’ originality, 
creativity and free thinking, like the top British schools.  

In Mathematics, Science and Technology, however, we 
appreciate that standards are often now higher in India, 
China, Japan and Korea and ensure we keep ahead of the 
latest advances in these countries.   

Forms 1-3
Coming to the Senior School involves lots of exciting 
changes for our students.  Students have the chance to do 
experiments in fully-equipped Science laboratories and 
learn the basic scienti#c method.  

In English, while there is still a strong emphasis on 
basic writing skills, students also have their #rst taste 
of Literature, studying texts as diverse as Othello by 
Shakespeare and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. 

In addition to English, Mathematics, Science, History, 
Geography and ICT, students in Forms 1-3 have the 
choice of starting to learn French, Sinhala or Tamil. !ey 
also attend PE, Swimming and Art classes as part of their 
curriculum.

Forms 4 & 5
In Form 4, students begin the IGCSE course set by 
Edexcel, the examining body that includes the former 
London Examinations. IGCSE is recognised by 
universities and employers around the world and students’ 
results in this examination are the #rst step to university 
admission. !e course lasts two years with students taking 
the examinations at the end of Form 5.

English Language and Mathematics are compulsory for all 
students. Students must choose at least six more subjects 
from the following list: Further Pure Mathematics, English 
Literature, Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Human 
Biology, History, Geography, ICT, French, Sinhala, Tamil 
and Art. 

6th Form
6th Form students study the GCE Advanced (A Level) 
course set by Edexcel. !ese quali#cations are recognised 
by universities in Britain, the USA, Australia, Singapore, 
Malaysia, India, Canada, and elsewhere. 

Students must select 3 or 4 subjects from: Mathematics, 
Further Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, History, 
English Literature, Geography and Economics. 

!ese are the core academic subjects recognised as being 
most academically rigorous by top universities.  Most 
British universities now have lists of ‘non-preferred’ 
subjects including Commerce, Accounts, Psychology and 
Law.  Students who take one of these subjects are at a 
disadvantage, when applying, and students who take two 
are not even considered. 
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Yohann was the school ’s fourth student in 6 years to win a full schol-
arship to Harvard. He graduated as his year’s Best All Rounder and 
completed a stint as an excellent Captain of School.

Yohann Sequeira
From the time I joined Moir way back in KG2, it became my 
second home and my second family. !e friends I made will be my 
friends for a lifetime. !e teachers at Moir are wonderful and always 
look out for all the kids; they are never too busy to o"er extra help 
with academic work or even counsel students on personal issues. 

!anks to my time at Moir, I was able to participate in all possible 
extra-curricular activities, secure in the knowledge that my teachers 
would ensure I would not lag behind academically. At Moir, both 
academics and extra-curricular activities are valued and this aspect 
of the school has made it possible for me to achieve a lot in all 
spheres of life. Mrs. Moir always encouraged us to participate in 
what we were passionate about and allowed us to test our limits 
under her watchful gaze. At Moir, I discovered my academic 
interests, developed my sporting skills and realized my latent 
musical talent. Only at Moir. Ultimately, I realize that the greatest 
gifts Moir gave me were a world-class education and a childhood 
that I will treasure forever.

Yohann is the school’s 
fourth Harvard scholar 
in 6 years



Gwang Hoon won a place at Queen’s College, Oxford to read Materials 
Science less than four years after joining the school, speaking little 
English.  He won the World Prize for both IGCSE Mathematics and 
Further Pure Mathematics and scored 100% in A Level Maths.

Gwang Hoon Lee
At #rst it was really di$cult for me to study abroad away from my 
family. Not only that, the language barrier was hard to overcome. 
However, in school every student and teacher helped so much and 
soon I became accustomed to and grew to love school life.

All the teachers are so keen to help every single student and never 
hesitate to sacri#ce their time. !ey always answer every question 
kindly, with clear explanation so that the students can easily 
understand. !erefore, it was not necessary for me to get private 
classes outside school. !e variety of the extra-curricular activities 
is another big advantage of the school. !ese were really helpful 
in identifying my talents. I #rst took part in Inter House Music as 
a choir member and I discovered my talent for music. I practised 
playing the guitar and singing and #nally performed a solo on my 
electric guitar in Moir Selects. I am living such a happy life now and 
the school played a big role in that. 

“... it was not necesary for me 
to get private classes 
outside school”
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Beyond the Curriculum
!e Curriculum is just the starting-point of our students’ 
education, not a limit to their ambitions.  

We encourage all students to pursue their interests further 
through independent reading and research, and provide 
a wealth of reference material in both Junior and Senior 
School Libraries, including international newspapers and 
periodicals.  Whether it is architecture, classical music or 
politics, we know that a passion fostered at a young age will 
stay with students as they grow up, and enrich their lives.  

Students are encouraged to take an interest in current 
events and the world around them through activities 
ranging from the weekly ‘Junior Whizz’ questions in the 
Junior School to the annual Inter House Quiz at the 
Senior School. 

!ere are also !eme Weeks each term at the Senior 
School on important topical issues: themes have included 
Nanotechnology, Genetic Engineering and Nuclear 
Proliferation.  

!e prestigious annual Essay Prize at the Senior School 
stretches our very brightest students by requiring them to 
produce original answers to challenging general questions.
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Facilities 
Junior School
In the Junior School, each year has their own classroom, 
which is their home in school.  All academic subjects, 
including Science, are taught in this classroom.  !e 
classrooms all provide a fun, lively and visually stimulating 
environment in which to learn, with colourful furniture 
and posters.  Frequently updated displays of the students  
work encourage them to take pride in what they do and its 
presentation.

!ere is a separate Science Room, which students can 
visit, that holds many resources to help keep the children 
fascinated in the subject.  As well as an incubator with 
enough room to hatch 16 eggs, there is a water turbine, 
stethoscopes, interactive models of the solar system, 
sphygmomanometers (for measuring pressure), generators 
and a partial skeleton.  

!e ICT room has a broadband internet connection and 
the latest LED monitors and is fully equipped to cater 
for the needs of all classes. While the younger classes can 
engage in online activities to help them develop key skills in 
English and Mathematics, older students focus on software 
such as the latest versions of Word, PowerPoint, Excel, 
Publisher and Movie Maker. Junior 4 and 5 also learn basic 
programming skills with PC Logo.

!e Library has a warm and welcoming environment 
to promote children’s love of reading and contains both 
the latest age-appropriate #ction and extensive reference 
material on the topics studied by the students.  Every 
student is helped to choose books to borrow every week and 

Early Learners to KG1 are given a special Book Bag so that 
taking books home becomes a special event.  !e Library 
was recently given a new look and is regularly restocked 
with new publications, often personally chosen by the Head 
of the Junior School, based on recommendations from 
educational specialists. 
Senior School
In the Senior School, classrooms are subject-speci#c and 
contain resources relevant to the #eld, from displays to 6th 
Form Reference Libraries.  All classrooms have computers, 
internet connections and multimedia facilities, including 
projectors where needed for teachers to use the most up to 
date videos and presentations.  Each student at the Senior 
School is also given a locker to store personal belongings.

On the ground %oor of the main teaching block, !e Barn, 
there are four large purpose-built Science Laboratories for 
Chemistry, Biology, Physics and General Science.  !ey are 
fully equipped for A Level practical classes, including an 
oscilloscope, photometer, respirometer, light gates, ripple 
tanks and Boyles Law apparatus.  Experiments could range 
from dissecting a heart or eye to distillation, titration or 
synthesis of an azo dye.  Each laboratory has separate 
teaching and practical areas to ensure that practical 
demonstrations and experiments can be incorporated into 
every class, not only set practical lessons.

!ere is a large and fully-equipped Computer Room, 
which is available for use by teachers of all subjects and 
for students to work independently, as well as for ICT 
classes.  It contains the latest hardware and software for 
applications, from desktop publishing and web design to 
#lm and sound editing, graphics and animation.
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Educational Trips 
!roughout History, Sri Lanka has been admired for its 
natural beauty and for containing so much variety within a 
small area – from beaches to rainforests, from the Cultural 
Triangle to the Hill Country.  Every year we take students 
on educational trips around the whole island to take 
advantage of all these wonderful opportunities and enable 
students to see what they have been learning #rst-hand. 

Early Learners’ annual visit to Dehiwala Zoo is a real 
highlight of the year for our youngest class, from the 
excitement of going on the school bus for the #rst time to 
seeing their favourite animals.  Trips continue throughout 
the Junior School: Pre KG visit the Aquarium and the 
supermarket; KG2 visit temples, churches and mosques 
as part of their education on di"erent faiths; and Junior 2 
take an excursion to !alangama Lake to learn more about 
birds. !ere are also trips to streams and a plastic factory.

At the Senior School, History students go on annual trips to 
Polonnaruwa and Anuradhapura and other nearby sites, as 
part of their study of Sri Lankan History each Summer Term.  

As well as conducting their own independent #eldwork, 
Geography students go on regular visits to rivers, coasts, 
factories and national parks, investigating issues as diverse 
as the environmental e"ects of tourism, corporate social 
responsibility and the impact of the tsunami.  

A Level Biology students go to the Genetech laboratory 
in Colombo, a pioneer in genetic engineering, to witness 
DNA replication and genetic testing.

Students also have the opportunity to go overseas.  !ere is 
a regular trip to Paris for French students to practise their 
language skills and visit the sites they have learned about in 
class, such as Versailles and La Tour Ei"el.  

Science students also attend the Science Camp organised 
by the National University of Singapore every other year.  
!ey gain valuable insight into university life as well as 
working in some of the best laboratories in Asia and 
listening to lectures by world-renowned experts.
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Student Progress 
Elizabeth Moir School is committed to involving parents 
in their children’s education and giving them regular 
updates on their children’s progress in school.  

Open Days for parents to meet their children’s teachers 
are held every term and parents receive detailed reports at 
the end of each term with individually written comments 
from all the relevant Subject Teachers, their Class 
Teacher and the Head of School.  Class Teachers are 
also in regular communication with parents throughout 
the year and parents can meet teachers at any time by 
appointment.  !ere are Parents’ Evenings for all Junior 
School parents at the start of each academic year and for 
Senior School parents at key junctures of their children’s 
academic careers, such as when they have to select their 
IGCSE and A Level subjects. 
 

Learning Support 
Elizabeth Moir School is committed to giving all students 
the support they need to cope with academic classes and 
to individually tailoring the curriculum for each student, so 
that everyone can move at their own pace. 
 
EFL 
English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classes are provided 
at both schools for students whose English is not pro#cient 
when they enter school.  Students normally become 
%uent in English extremely fast and are soon able to join 
mainstream classes.
 
Curriculum Support 
!ere are Curriculum Support classes in both schools for 
students who are struggling in a particular subject or have 
missed work having joined the school midway through a 
school year, and for EFL students.  

At the Junior School, students in this programme study 
English and/or Mathematics in the Curriculum Support 
unit and all other subjects with their classes, where they 
receive modi#ed work. At the Senior School, classes are 
arranged in students’ free periods with a team of specialist 
subject teachers on hand to help students in any area they 
are struggling with.
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University Guidance 
University entrance becomes more competitive and more 
complicated each year, with more choices available to 
students but more variability in the quality of the courses 
o"ered.  Mrs. Moir has thirty years’ experience sending 
pupils to the best universities worldwide so students can 
rely on her advice to help them select the right course 
and university.  !e school’s recommendations are valued 
so much by top universities that several have asked us to 
nominate students for scholarships on an annual basis.

!ere is a full-time Universities Co-ordinator who is 
always available to ensure that students receive the latest 
information and are guided through every step of the 
application process.  A good application is as important 
as good grades in gaining admission to top universities 
and expert advice makes all the di"erence. Past students 
have attended universities in the USA, Britain, Canada, 
Singapore, Australia, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Japan, India 
and Korea so the school knows how the admissions 
procedure works in each country and what the top 
universities are.  We also ensure that students required to 
attend an interview are exceptionally well-prepared, staging 
mock-interviews and providing detailed feedback.

Our students go to the traditional bastions of academic 
excellence – such as Oxford, Cambridge and Imperial in 
the UK, and Harvard and other Ivy League colleges in the 
USA – but increasing numbers are also choosing to go to 
the emerging intellectual powerhouses of the future, such 
as Hong Kong University and the National University of 
Singapore.  Even though Harvard only normally admits 
one Sri Lankan student per year, four of our students have 
won full scholarships there in the past six years.
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Assembly
Assembly is an integral part of school life, an ideal occasion 
for the entire school to learn, laugh and be together.  It is 
the arena for most students to take their #rst steps on stage.  
Every child in the Junior School, from Early Learners 
upwards, takes part in Assembly once a term so all rapidly 
feel at home performing in front of a crowd.  Many people 
are astounded by the con#dence our students show on 
stage from such a young age – but, by then, many are 
already stage veterans.  !e students are also a wonderfully 
supportive audience, ever willing to applaud any child brave 
enough to have a go and give their all.   

Life Studies
Every week at the Senior School, a guest speaker comes 
to speak as part of our Life Studies programme.  

We greatly value our relationships with the wider 
community in Colombo and our students have had the 
opportunity to listen to ambassadors, the heads of UN 
agencies and NGOs, leading business people, Sri Lankan 
MPs, authors, sporting stars and many others. Whether 
they want to be heart surgeons or fashion designers, 
meeting a leading #gure in the #eld can help our students 
secure their dream job in the future.  

!eme Days
!e Junior School knows how to mark an occasion in style. 
Events such as UN Day and WhizzBangTechniTastic 
really do epitomise the unique atmosphere and sense of 
fun at the school. On UN Day, the school is full of sarongs, 
saris, kimonos, kilts, shalwar kameez and lederhosen as 
students dress in their national costumes. !e students 
learn the importance of global harmony and are spoilt for 
choice when sampling food from all over the world! 

Festivals from each of the major religions are celebrated 
every year through Assemblies and other events so that the 
children learn about the traditions and beliefs of all their 
friends in school.  A particular highlight are the biennial 
Avurudu festivites that include traditional New Year food, 
costumes and games such as kotta porey (pillow #ghts) and 
bunnis kema (eating buns with no hands).

!e Senior School has annual subject days that give parents 
the opportunity to #nd out what their children have been 
studying and see some of the best work they have done 
over the year.  You might learn that the reason a celebrity 
is beautiful is that their face corresponds perfectly to the 
Golden Ratio, have a chance to save the world from nuclear 
war in a recreation of the Cuban Missile Crisis or try to 
solve a murder using genetic #ngerprinting.
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We believe that every student has the ability to shine in 
at least one area of school life with the right support.  It is 
central to our ethos, therefore, to provide opportunities for 
all students to take part in plays, concerts and other events: 
being a small school makes it possible for us to ensure that 
everyone really does get a chance.  We also know that the 
con#dence gained in one discipline will soon rub o" on 
others and enable students to approach everything they do 
with greater enthusiasm and conviction.

Elizabeth Moir School has a distinguished record of 
producing outstanding shows.  Performing to packed 
crowds in Colombo’s top theatres is an experience none of 
our students forget. We are particularly proud that so many 
of our productions are organised entirely by students.  !ey 
always more than repay the faith shown in them, proving 
that there is really no limit to what they can achieve when 
given the opportunity and support.

Drama
!e stage experience gained by our students in Assemblies 
and Drama lessons from a young age means that many 
are already con#dent and gifted actors and actresses by 
the time they act in their #rst play.  !e students always 
work exceptionally hard to produce slick and entertaining 
performances and the Junior School has staged some truly 
memorable productions over the years, such as Butter!y 
Shoes, Bluebeard and 1001 Arabian Nights. 

At the Senior School, students have the opportunity to 
stretch themselves as actors through challenging roles in 
serious drama.  !e school has put on numerous ground-
breaking productions that have both entertained audiences 
and made them think about important issues, whether the 
play has been Greek tragedy (Antigone) or a modern classic 
like $e Crucible.  After this, it is little surprise that many 
of our students have continued to shine on stage both at 
university and after.



24

Music & Dance
!e school has three main Choirs (Infant, Junior and 
Senior) and a Chamber Choir, and all participate in 
public performances at events such as Assembly and 
Founders’ Day.  !ere are also thriving Dance Clubs 
in both schools where students learn both traditional 
Kandyan, Latin and Ballroom dances and cutting-
edge Contemporary and Hip-Hop routines, many 
choreographed by the students themselves.

!e Senior School’s annual concert is undoubtedly one of 
the most anticipated events of the year.  Often over half 
the school is involved in some way, including as many as 
seventy appearing on stage.  !e professionalism of the 
productions and the pioneering combination of di"erent 
dance genres and live music with choral and solo singing 
have made the shows famous in Colombo.  Revolve, for 
example, took the audience from the Jazz Age to the 21st 
century, beginning with the Charleston in the Roaring 
Twenties and ending with futuristic dances that amazed 
those watching with special e"ects and technological 
wizardry.  Victory, which used brilliantly original 
choreography to portray di"erent sports through dance, 
was called ‘the best school concert I have ever seen’ by the 
reviewer from $e Nation newspaper.

Art
Students have Art lessons as part of the curriculum 
throughout the Junior School and in Forms 1-3 at the 
Senior School.  Many students also choose to take the 
subject at IGCSE where they have to learn about the 
work of great artists of the past and to develop their own 

style in order to submit a portfolio and prepare for a #nal 
examination.  Art is also a very popular club activity in 
both schools, with students learning a variety of artistic 
skills and using a wide range of materials.

!e culmination of the students’ artistic endeavours over 
the year is the annual Art Exhibition at the Lionel Wendt 
Art Gallery, which is always opened by a famous #gure 
from the world of Art and Design.  Every child from the 
Junior School – and all Senior School students who do 
Art – has work displayed and the results are never short of 
spectacular.  !e variety, colour, originality and vision on 
show always astound our guests.  

Model United Nations
We send delegations to both the Colombo Model United 
Nations and Sri Lanka Model United Nations each 
year, events which are attended by hundreds of students 
both from Sri Lanka and neighbouring countries.  Our 
students are often selected to be part of the organising 
committees for the conferences and chair some of the 
di"erent committees. 

Other Activities
!e Senior School also has a thriving Design and Media 
Club where students produce both the fortnightly school 
newspaper, Vent, and the annual school magazine.  !e 
Junior School also has a wide range of other clubs for 
students to enjoy including Computer Club, Cookery, 
Design and Technology, Bookworms and Needlework.
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Sandesh was studying at an IB school when he decided to move here 
in Form 4 as he felt IGCSE and A Level were more academically 
rigorous. An avid sportsman, and one of the country’s top tennis 
players in his age group, Sandesh soon rose to become the school ’s 
Football Captain, a House Captain and a Prefect. He was Man of the 
Tournament in the Inter-International School Football Tournament 
that Elizabeth Moir School won and captained the team to the "nal the 
next year, only to lose on penalties.

Sandesh Mendis
What I love about the school is that everyone knows each other 
and there is a very friendly relationship between sta" and students.  
It is an easy place for new students to #t in and make friends and 
you are quickly appreciated for who you are.

At Elizabeth Moir School, academic work is very important, but 
students are also given a push to #nd out what kinds of things 
they like to do outside the classroom. For me, I have been given 
a lot of encouragement to develop my passion for sports. Because 
it is a small school, you are given more responsibility and greater 
opportunity to thrive in your areas of interest.

“...greater opportunity 
to thrive in your 
areas of 
interest”



Nuha is an expatriate Sri Lankan who moved here from England after 
conquering the televised BBC O% by Heart Shakespeare Competition 
where she was pitted against 2,000 other hopefuls. She was 
interviewed by Jeremy Paxman during the competition and took home 
the winner’s trophy with her clear prose and eloquent demeanour.

After joining the school, Nuha was voted Best Speaker in the prestigious 
Sri Lanka Schools Debating Competition and took our team to the "nal 
of the All Island Debating Tournament. 

Nuha Bazeer
What amazed me most about my new life at Moir was the 
work ethic shared by all the students. Everyone around me was 
committed to their studies wholeheartedly but never neglected the 
plethora of activites o"ered, such as sports or drama, that harness 
and cultivate our own abilities.

Nuha is Sri Lanka’s 
Best Speaker and England’s 
Shakespeare Competition 
Winner
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Recent research indicates a positive correlation between 
involvement in school sports programmes and cognitive, 
social and emotional bene#ts. At Elizabeth Moir School, 
we enjoy our sport, recognising how important it is in 
developing character, team and leadership skills. 

We dedicate as much care and attention to the pursuit of 
excellence on the sports #eld as we do in the classroom, and 
despite being a small school, we have tasted great success 
in a number of team and individual sports. Over the years 
we have had national champions in swimming, squash, 
rowing and martial arts, and some of our students, past 
and present, have been selected to represent Sri Lanka age 
group cricket teams. 

Being a British school, our strongest sport is football. In 
2012 we won the big trophy for international schools, and 
in 2013, in keeping with English teams, we lost the #nal on 
penalties.  For sports such as squash and rowing, which we 
do not coach at school, we o"er our expertise in #tness and 
nutrition, as well as allowing national athletes the %exibility 
to pursue their sports. Nirasha Guruge, a former student, 
won scholarships to Harvard and Yale on the back of her 
brilliance on the squash court.

!e advantage of being a small school is that our students 
have a realistic chance of playing a number of sports at 
a competitive level. For example, we currently have a 
student who plays football, cricket and basketball for the 
school #rst teams.  

!e Sports
We believe that every pupil should learn the basics of 
physical movement and games. !is is developed within 
school-time P.E. and swimming sessions. More is learnt 
at after-school sports clubs and there are dedicated squads 
for all of our major sports.

!e main sports at both the Junior School and Senior 
School are:

At the Junior School, netball is played as a main sport and 
there are clubs for cricket and outdoor games.  Cricket 
is a main sport at the Senior School, where other sports 
include hockey, rugby and handball, as well as an indoor 
games club.  

Fitness
Unique to our school, we utilise Sri Lanka’s natural 
beauty by having a weekly cross training session on a 
beach for Senior School students.  Two days a week, the 
Senior School runs a programme where students of all 
abilities are encouraged to use their breaks to compete in 
various sports. !is we do with the goal of making sport 
and movement a pleasure and a habit. 
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Facilities
With two properties located in the heart of Colombo, 
we are able to choose from the very best grounds and 
facilities available.  We have an excellent basketball court, 
amongst the palm trees of the Senior School and a mini 
basketball court at the Junior School.  For other sports 
we use international stadiums for our athletics meets 
and some cricket matches, and national stadiums and 
swimming pools for our other events and meets.  

Scholars
We do consider scholarships for students who meet our 
academic requirements and who excel in one or more 
sport. To be eligible for this, you must possess the skill 
and drive necessary to help other students to develop as 
athletes and leaders. 
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Our school is noted for its family atmosphere and warm, 
welcoming, supportive environment.  It is an inclusive 
community where a child in Form 1 can approach a 6th 
Form student without feeling intimidated; where di"erences 
are appreciated, not made fun of; and where relations 
between students and teachers are marked by mutual respect 
and cooperation, not confrontation and con%ict.  !is 
encourages students to try new things, to take risks and to 
give their all. Newcomers, whether students or teachers, 
always #nd this highly refreshing and settle in very quickly.

We believe that the values ingrained in students at a young 
age will stay with them and want to send out students who 
we will be proud of throughout their lives.  We aim to instil 
in all our students the character to stand up for what they 
believe in, to #ght for those who cannot #ght for themselves 
and to consider the needs of others above their own.

Elizabeth Moir School nurtures individuals and gives all 
students the con#dence to be themselves, free from peer 
pressure and the need to conform.  By treating students 
like adults who are capable of making their own decisions 
and not just being told what to do, we encourage them to 
act like adults and take responsibility for the consequences 
of their actions.  Our students work because they want to, 
not because they have to; they adhere to rules because they 
understand their importance, not out of fear of punishment.  

Pastoral Care
!is special atmosphere in the school is a product of 
the care and consideration of the teachers and our 
commitment to providing the best possible Pastoral Care.  
We are committed to ensuring that every student enjoys 
and makes the most of their time in school; this is central 
to our ethos.

Class Teachers are responsible for the welfare of all the 
students in their class and have a very special bond with 
their students.  !ey are always available to help students 
with any issue – whether academic, personal or social – 
and every child knows they have someone they can go 
to with a problem.  !ey also take the lead in teaching 
students the values of self-discipline, fair play and respect 
for others on which the school is built.

In the Junior School, the What Shall I Do? programme 
addresses a number of personal, social, moral and health 
issues and helps children to understand the di"erence 
between right and wrong.  At the Senior School, there 
is a full programme of Personal and Social Education in 
which a wide range of issues that might a"ect students are 
discussed by di"erent teachers.  Annual age-appropriate 
Sex Education sessions led by a doctor begin in Junior 5 
and continue throughout the Senior School.
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Discipline
At Elizabeth Moir School, we recognise that good discipline 
is central to what parents want from a school and is the 
key factor in students achieving their potential in all 
areas of school life.  We have a well-earned reputation for 
well-mannered students and a community free from the 
behavioural problems that can make school so hard for 
both children and teachers at other schools.  !is discipline, 
however, comes not from unthinking obedience or frequent 
punishments but shared adherence to a common moral 
code and a community based on mutual respect. 

Leadership 
Our Senior School has an ongoing and dedicated 
programme to improve our students’ leadership skills.  
Each year, students from Form 3 and above have the 
opportunity to attend Leadership Camps, designed to 
build their leadership and teamwork skills by challenging 
them in unfamiliar situations.  Students go to Kitulgala 
and take part in a range of extreme sports and outdoor 
activities such as whitewater ra"ing, abseiling and 
canyoning, organised by quali#ed professional sta$.  A 
typical comment by a student a"er a trip was: ‘I learnt how 
to speak out, how to work as part of a team, and how to 
respect and listen to others’.  
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Sta"
!e latest research conducted in Britain has shown that 
nothing matters more in a child’s education than having 
a teacher who truly inspires them.  Our students do not 
need to be told this.  

Any of our students and parents would say that the 
greatest asset the school has is the commitment and 
dedication of the teachers.  !ey are all determined to 
do everything they can for every student in their care, 
always going the extra mile to form a bond with each 
child and give them all the help they need.  !ey all make 
themselves available to students outside of class time – 
during breaks, after school and even during the holidays – 
to provide the individual attention that is such a key part 
of the school.

A wonderful sense of teamwork exists in both schools 
with teachers working together to help get the best 
out of students and to share ideas about how to teach a 
particular lesson.  !is stimulates all the sta" to strive for 
the very highest standards in all areas of school life.

Continuity is a key reason for this success.  Unlike many 
international schools where teachers stay for two or 
three years before moving on, we are fortunate that the 
majority of both our local and expatriate sta" have been 
at the school for a long time.  !is promotes consistent 
leadership, facilitates long-term planning and means that 
both teachers and senior members of sta" know every 
student and what they are capable of.  

Our in-house training seminars succeed in keeping 
teachers abreast of the latest developments in the #eld 
of education. !ese regular workshops, which include an 
Induction Week at the start of each academic year, provide 
an ideal opportunity for teachers to learn from one another, 
and help to strengthen the team dynamic.

Junior School Sta" 
Our Junior School sta" comprises a mixture of local 
and expatriate teachers, all of whom are experienced and 
quali#ed in their #elds and passionate about educating 
young minds. All members of the Sta" Room work 
towards common goals with energy and enthusiasm, 
creating a climate of purpose, joy and togetherness that 
rubs o" on their students. !is dedicated team strives to 
promote independence and a thirst for knowledge within 
every child, encouraging all students to develop good study 
habits from a young age.  

Senior School Sta" 
All full-time teachers at the Senior School have university 
degrees in their specialised #eld. With teachers who have 
either trained or taught on almost every continent, there is 
a wealth of expertise within the Sta" Room.  !eir varied 
backgrounds mean that di"erent teachers have experience 
of di"erent teaching methods and the latest developments 
within di"erent education systems.  !is leads to a 
tremendous fusion of the best practice from di"erent 
countries and makes the school a wonderfully exciting 
place to teach and learn.
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Oxford graduate, mathematics genius and recently appointed Head 
of Department, Mrs. Adamaly has much to be proud of during her 
15 -year-long tenure. 

Dushy Adamaly
My association with Mrs. Moir, and her late husband Mr. Kesang 
Tenduf-La, dates back to when she was my Principal and founder 
of Colombo International School. She has the distinction of being 
the most experienced and dynamic international school educator 
in the country. Mrs. Moir believes in encouraging students to 
achieve their potential and thus she has created a school culture 
that is devoted to providing students with every opportunity to 
maximise their individual potential. Mrs. Moir and Mr. Tenduf-
La believed in my ability to study at Oxford and persuaded me 
to apply there. On graduating from there, I did not hesitate to 
teach under her. At this school every single child is personally and 
tirelessly helped to achieve the highest possible standards, and 
pursue all their goals. My two children have been students at this 
school since the age of two and a half. !ey are safe, content and 
challenged to do their best and be their best. I am truly privileged to 
be a part of this school.

“... every single child 
is personally helped to achieve 
the highest possible standards”



Mr Van Twest teaches Physics, coaches sport and develops the students’ 
leadership skills. He is in his second long stint at the school, and his 
Australian grit and determination have rubbed o% on all the students.

Patrick Van Twest
I have been teaching at Elizabeth Moir School since 2003.  !e 
friendly school community, experienced management, small class 
sizes, helpful sta" and openness to new initiatives all contribute 
to making it an enjoyable place to teach.  A great part of the job 
is to see so many students improving and excelling in both extra-
curricular and academic spheres.

“... the small class sizes 
and helpful sta" 
make the school 
an enjoyable place
to teach”
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Students
!e student body is normally around 400 students 
between the Junior and Senior Schools and is limited 
to this level to preserve the school’s family atmosphere.  
Overall, the number of boys and girls is approximately 
even, while the ratio of students to sta" is roughly 5:1. 

Houses 
When a student enters the school, he or she is placed 
in one of four houses: Armstrong, Columbus, Fleming 
or Hillary. !roughout the academic year, these houses 
compete in a number of events, across di"erent age 
categories. !e house system generates a terri#c spirit of 
teamwork and camaraderie within the community.  Inter 
House Sports competitions are #ercely contested and 
always create huge excitement. Events like Inter House 
Art, Music and Drama at the Senior School not only 
unearth hidden talent in the school but also give students 
their #rst experience organising events for themselves.   

Diversity 
Elizabeth Moir School has welcomed students from more 
than 70 di"erent countries and every continent since the 
school opened.  Few people are lucky enough to visit as 
many countries in a lifetime as are represented in our 
school at any given time.  Growing up in this multicultural 
environment means that acceptance of religious and 
cultural di"erences comes naturally to our students.    
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Community Service
At Elizabeth Moir School we instil a sense of social 
responsibility and an appreciation of privilege in all our 
students. 

Every year, for example, the Junior School students collect 
Christmas gifts for those less fortunate than themselves, 
which are presented to a local orphanage by the Junior 
School Prefects.  !e proceeds of the ticket sales for the 
annual Christmas Concert are also donated to charities; 
in recent years, these have included the Multiple Sclerosis 
Association of Lanka and the Meth Sewa Foundation in 
Weherayaya.  Sta" and students from the Junior School also 
regularly visit the Lady Ridgeway Children’s Hospital in 
Colombo and donate money to families who are unable to 
pay for their children’s treatment.

At the Senior School, each class is responsible for 
organising a project every year.  Projects have included 
visiting a home for the mentally and physically 
handicapped, painting orphanages and taking children 
from an orphanage to Dehiwala Zoo. Every student is 
involved in this programme and, in the process, all the 

students learn a lot not just about the people they have 
helped but about themselves too.  We also make the most 
of our own facilities to give children and others a day out 
that they will never forget.  

On a recent Community Service Day, our students 
organised a Paralympics for the residents of a home for 
the mentally and physically handicapped.  !e theme for 
the day was ‘Spreading Smiles, Brightening Lives’ and the 
smiles of our guests stayed with us all for a long time.

Elizabeth Moir School was the #rst international school 
to join the Sri Lanka Unites organisation, which aims to 
foster reconciliation in Sri Lanka following the end of the 
Civil War.  Our Prefects have attended Sri Lanka Unites 
conferences in Kandy, Ja"na and Galle, which have enabled 
Tamil students from the North and Sinhalese students 
from the South to meet each other for the #rst time.  
Groups of senior students have also made several visits 
to our partner school in Kanthale in Trincomalee district, 
where they have donated computers to the school, given 
books to the school and local libraries, and installed solar 
powered lighting in houses without electricity.
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Entrance Tests  
All students from KG1 upwards are expected to sit 
entrance tests in English and Mathematics.  Students 
entering Early Learners and Pre KG have an interview 
with the Class Teachers instead.  Admission is based on 
a student’s performance on these tests, their reports from 
their previous school and their interviews with the Head of 
School.  Although Elizabeth Moir School is academically 
selective, we aim to assess applicants based on their future 
potential rather than just their current attainment and also 
take other factors into consideration, such as character, 
attitude and extra-curricular achievements. 

Special Needs
We have limited resources to provide for students with 
Special Educational Needs, and these are normally 
devoted to students whose Special Needs are identi#ed 
while they are in the school after joining at a young age.  
We are not normally able to admit students with Special 
Needs, therefore, and we will not take a student if we feel 
we cannot provide for their individual needs. 

Scholarships
Each year, the school o"ers full scholarships to both 
internal and external students for the IGCSE and A 
Level courses. !e scholarships are highly prestigious: 
candidates are expected to have an exceptional academic 
record, and to have shown themselves to be leaders in the 
classroom in terms of e"ort and participation as well as 
achievement.  We are looking for students who not only 
possess natural %air for their subjects but also display 
genuine interest in learning. 

!e scholarship papers are designed to challenge students 
of the highest calibre.  !ey aim to assess students’ future 
potential by testing their ability to think independently 
and creatively in response to new ideas.  
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Is the school run by British nationals?
Yes, Elizabeth Moir School is the only 
international school in Sri Lanka to be owned 
and run by British nationals. 

How will my child cope with the entrance 
tests if they have been in a di!erent education 
system?
We take students’ educational background into 
consideration when we mark entrance tests and 
assess students based on what they do know not 
what they do not.  As an international school, 
we are used to helping students adjust to our 
style of teaching and assessment if they have 
come from a di"erent system. 

Can my child join in the middle of an 
academic year?
Although it is always better for students to join 
at the start of the academic year in August, 
we recognise that this is not always possible.  
Teachers are used to students joining during a 
school year and will give them whatever help 
they need to catch up, even modifying end-of-
term exams if required.

What are the class sizes? 
Class sizes have strict limits to ensure that each 
child receives the individual attention they 
need.  At the Junior School, Early Learners 
has a maximum of 12 students and no class is 
allowed to go above 22 students.  All classes up 
to and including Junior 1 have 2 teachers.  

At the Senior School, classes are split in 
many subjects and the limit for any class is 24 
students. 

My two and a half year old child is starting 
school. How will he or she settle?
!ere are induction sessions for both the 
students and parents of Early Learners in the 
week before the academic year starts. A third 
teacher is also employed for the #rst month to 
help children settle quickly and easily.

Is there a support system for students who do 
not speak English as their "rst language?
Yes, we have excellent EFL programmes in 
both sections of the school. !ere are separate 
entrance tests for students entering our EFL 
programme.

When does the school year start and how many 
terms are there?
!e academic year starts in the last week of 
August. !ere are 3 terms in the academic year.

How safe is the school for my child?
!e safety of the children entrusted to us is 
our #rst priority. Both the Junior and Senior 
Schools have gates which are permanently 
supervised by security guards and well-practised 
emergency drills. !ere are regular First Aid 
courses for sta" from both schools run by St. 
John’s Ambulance.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Junior School
100, Park Road

Colombo 5

Senior School
4/20, !alakotuwa Gardens, 

Colombo 5
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Junior School
100, Park Road
Colombo 5
Telephone: (+94 11) 2585682 / 2589984
Email: moirjnr@eureka.lk

Senior School
4/20, !alakotuwa Gardens, 
Colombo 5
Telephone: (+94 11) 2512275 / 2512109
Email: moir@eureka.lk

Fax: 2512109
Web: www.elizabethmoirschool.com



49


